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Reviews.

06M)’M<t<tOKS MpoK </M Bulam, Vomito Negro, of yeHoM Fever, M)t<7i,Observations upon Negro, or Yellow Fever, with I
a Review of a " Report upon the Diseases of the African Coast, I
by Sir William Burnett and Dr. Bryson," proving its highly z
Contagious Powers. By Sir WILLIA1S PYM, K.C.H., Inspector-
General of Army Hospitals, and Superintendent-General of
Quarantine. Churchill. 1848. pp. 311.

An Account of the Origin, Spread, and Decline of the Epidemic
Fevers of Sierra Leone, with Observations on Sir Willia1n
Pym’s Review of tlae Report on the Climate and Diseases of
the African Statioit2 By ALEXANDER BRYSON, M.D. Ren-
shaw. 1849. pp.174.

IT is singular that a work of such real value as Dr. Bryson’s
"Report on the Climate and Diseases of the African Station,"
of which we gave,at the time, a very full and elaborate ana-
lysis, should have excited such a degree of ill-will on the part
of the Superintendent-General of Quarantine, as to cause him
&mdash;forgetful of the courtesies of civilized life-to publish a work
in alleged reply thereto, full of abuse and gross personalities.
We regret exceedingly that he has taken such a step, as it is
one which can in nowise redound to his reputation. Upwards
of a quarter of a century ago, he published a work on yellow
fever, in which he sought to prove that that disease is one sui
generis, of a highly contagious nature, and never aff?cting the
human frame but once. His views respecting the Bulam, or
yellow fever, have been repeatedly controverted by writers
whose practical experience far exceeded his own, although
some few, here and there, have alleged facts which may have e
appeared to add some strength to his position. Alltlieobser-

vations and st.atements, however, that were brought forward
on the subject, failed to arouse Sir William Pym to a repub-
lication of his work, until Dr*. Bryson’s Report appeared; and
although that work was issued " by authority," and not in-
tended for general circulation, nor, indeed, accessible to the
majority of the profession, it appears to have stirred up the
stagnant bile in Sir William Pym’s system, and induced him
to bring forth the work now under notice. This, however,
consists of very little more than a rifacciamento of his old
work, with some sixty or seventy pages, in which he reviews
(save the mark!) the Report of Dr. Bryson. This review is
couched in language that is in every respect indefensible;
misrepresentations, misquotations, and charges the most un-
founded, are showered down most unsparingly on Dr. Bryson
and his reputed coadjutor, Sir William Burnett. Ignorance,
malice, and all uncharitableness, are among the least of the
accusations he brings against them. And why ? Because he
holds that yellow fever is a disease totally distinct from the
ordinary African remittent,-a disease sui generis, and highly
contagious; and without taking the trouble carefully to study
the contents and character of the Report, he jumps to the con-
clusion that Sir W. Burnett and Dr. Bryson differ from him
in opinion, and must therefore do it maliciously.
The questions thus pertinaciously advanced as axioms, and

obstinately adhered to as such by Sir W. Pym, are still sub

j-udice, and will probably so continue for years to come. We
have, judging from the works before us, in Sir W. Burnett, Dr.
Bryson, and Sir W. Pym, the three degrees of comparison as
regards contagion; Sir W. Burnett an anti-contagionist, Dr.
Bryson a contingent contagionist, and Sir W. Pym (shall we
say ?) a rabid contagionist. Dr. Bryson, we observe, claims
for his medical chief a participation in the doctrine of con-
tingent contagion-that is to say, that he believes the disease
in general is not contagious, but under peculiar circumstances,
such as the protracted influence of the depressing passions, the
accumulation of the sick in a small space, want of proper
ventilation, &c., it may become so.* This view, we strongly
suspect,will turn out to be the correct one. There are too many
facts to the contrary on record to encourage the belief, that the
disease is always, or even generally contagious, while, on the
* The same thing has been stated by other writers respecting malignant

cholera.

other hand, the histories of the Bann, the Eden, the Eclair,
and of other ships of war, unfortunately too clearly prove that
it may acquire the property of self-propagation. It is a sin-

gular fact, that at Sierra Leone, where yellow fever is believed
by every one except Sir W. Pym to arise spontaneously, it
requires a period of about seven years from the previous
irruption before it again breaks out, the ground meanwhile
being occupied by the ordinary African remittent, which
occasionally becomes more malignant than usual, and always
so before the re-occurrence of yellow fever, generally present-
ing symptoms which gradually acquire so close a resemblance
to those of the vomito negro, as not to be distinguished from
them, except by the eye of so keen an observer as the super-
intendent-general of quarantine.
The fact we have just stated, that the African remittent

in many cases closely resembles the Bulam fever, (to use Sir
W. Pym’s title for the disease,) will for ever render it difficult
to decide the question as to the individuality of the latter
disease; or rather, with most men who are capable of reason-
ing, will settle the question in favour of the identity of the
diseases, and cause them to consider the one as but an aggra-
vated form of the other. Dr. Bryson, without absolutely
expressing an opinion on the subject, has greatly strengthened
this view of the question by numerous instances and cases
which occurred during the various irruptions of the epidemic.
The last question mooted by Sir W. Pym, that the disease

never attacks the human frame but once, and that the having
recovered from the disease, will enable the person to become
with safety a nurse or attendant on the sick, appears to a
certain extent to be proved. Nevertheless, there is no

general rule without an exception; cases have been recorded
by several writers, where persons have suffered a second time
from yellow fever, and Dr. Stewart mentions an instance of a
man on board the Eclair, who died from the fourth attack.
The same statement has been made respecting cholera; that
disease, it was said, never attacked a person more than once;
but when it prevailed in Europe some eighteen years since,
the profession soon acquired evidence to the contrary. We
ourselves attended a man who died from the third attack of
the disease.
We have thus briefly run through the principal subjects of

contest between Sir W. Pym and Dr. Bryson, carefully ab-
staining from noticing the particular errors and mis-state-
ments made by the former. These will be found duly
noticed and commented on by Dr. Bryson, who, in addition to
replying to the charges made by Sir W. Pym, has presented
the profession with a very useful and excellent sketch of the
African epidemics. His book is one of real value, and in-
dispensable to medical men proceeding to the African coast,
or to those other parts of the world where yellow fever may,
and does break out. Of Sir W. Pym’s book, the less we say
the better. We would advise him to buy up and cancel the
whole edition.
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(EDEMA OF THE UVULA.

DR. GrOLDiNQ BIRD drew the attention of the Society to a
condition of the uvula of which he had met with three cases,
but which he believed were uncommon. It consisted of an
elongation of, or rather addition to, the uvula. The addition,
consisting of a thin body, varying in length, and about the
size of a crow-quill, appended to which is a pellucid body, in
some cases about the size of a French bean. The disease
seemed to consist of an cedematoua condition of the mem-
brane of the uvula. His attention had been called to it first,
by having been sent for in a hurry to see a lady, who, having
been previously in good health, was suddenly seized with
symptoms of suffocation, and most distressing cough. On

examining the throat, at first nothing unusual could be de-


